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CONSIDERATIONS 
OF PRESEN T warm 


concerning the danger reſulcing 
from the change of our 


CHURCH-GOVERNMENT. 


O him that being ſatisfied in judgment of 
the /awfulneſſe of Epiſcopall Government, 
doth yet conceive that the parting with 
it is no change of Religion, and conſe- 
quently, that the ſtanding for it at this 
time, when it is oppoſed, is but the pre- 
ferring the intereſts of ſome inconſidera- 
ble men before the conveniences and 
common wiſhes of all, I earneſtly deſire 

(in the bowells of compaſſion to my bleeding Country , and 

from a ſincere paſſionate wiſh that the care of this dangerous 

wound may not be a palliate imperfett cure) to preſent ſome few 

ſad conſiderations, which I (hall caſt under two heads(proport i- 

onable to the two parts of the former ungrounded ſuggeltion ) 

the one, That parting with the preſent Government 4 no change of 

Religion ; the other, That ſtanding for it at thu time, us the pre- 

ferring the intereſts of ſome before the common wiſh of all, the peace 

of this Nation. 
Concerning the former, I offer to conſideration, Firit, whe- 


ther the Government of the Church be not a conſiderable part of 
A_2 Religi- 
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35 ' Cons1DERATIONS. concerning 
Religion? "That it is ſo, I ſhall*make appeare by thefe reaſons. 
'T. That Government is as neceflary to the preſervation of the 
Church as Preaching the Goſpell was to the plantar;os of it, and 
that therefore it was alwaies the Apoſtles praQtice , afſoon as e- 
ver they had converted a City or Province , or any conſiderable 
number of men in it, to leave it in the hands of ſome faithfull 
"Perſons, to dreſſe, and tend, and water, what they had thus plan- 
ted; and therefore though it were poſſible for a Chrifian to' be 
deprived of this benefit, and yet to remaine Chryſtian ( as to 
want ſome limbes, or to aboard to monſtro'ity in others, is yer 
reconcileable with /zfe and being 07 a man) to retain the dottrine 
of Chriſtianity without any Government, to be a Chriſtian in the 
Wall or in the Wilderneſle, a Sry/ira or Anachorite Chriſtian (in 
which caſe there is no doubt the w/e of the very Sacraments, inſti- 
tured by Chriſt himlelfe, would not de neceſſary to Chriſtianity) 
yet would it be little lefle then fury for any to deſigne or hope 
the proſperity or duration of a Church, or viſible tociety of ſuch 
Chrittians, without this grand zecefſary (though nor of ſugle be- 
ng, vet) of mutuall preſervation, this prizciple not of eſſence but 
ot continuance, without which (it ts the learned Breerewoods ob- 
ſervation from St. eAugsſtine) that the preſervation of a (hnrch 
was once by experience tound ro be an impoſſible thing , no other 
_ being able to repaire the want or ſupply the place of 
Taat, 

A ſecond reaſon may be drawn from the concurring pleas of 
all the moſt diſtant prerenders for the ſeverall Forms of Govern- 
ment in the Chxrch, as well thole that have eſpouſed the Papall, 
the Preſbyteriall, the Independent, is thoſe which are for the pre- 
ſent Engliſh Form bythe King and his Biſhops,e*c. all vehemently 
contending for the neceitity of rhat Government, which they 
afte& in-the Church,and none ſo calme or modeſt in their claims, 
asthe Afertors of the Engliſh Prelacy ; which moderation or 
want of keat,is fure one reaſon that ſo many ſons of this Church 
are now tempted to thinkGovernment {0 znconſiderable a thing, 
and ſo extrinſecall ro Chriſtianicy ; though this thought thus 
grounded, bez a double injuſtice. 1. In ſuſpecting that.zrxth, for 
want of aſſerting, which is therefore not ſo vehemently aſſerted, 

becauſe it is ſuppoſed r7#4h. 2.1n encouraging heat and vie- 
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lence of diſputers ( the-greateſt plague in a Church) by ſhewing 
them that the Eagereſt pretenders thall be moit heeded, and that 
mcekne (ſe ſhall not inherit the earth, though both David and Chris 
promiſed it ſhonid. A third argument may be had from the 
judgement of our Srare, which harh thought fit to make the Go- 
vernment of the Church matrer of one of the Articles of ourReligi- * 
gn, and ſo to joyn in honour the care of it with the care of the 
Do@rinxe, and to require as {trict a /zb/cription to the eſtabliſh'c 
Government, asto the. reſt of the 39. heads of Do#rine, by which 
you may evidently ſee,that to change theGovernment is to change 
the Do&rine, and where Doctrine and Governmeat both are 
changed, can we poſlioly think che Religion to be the ſame? T 
{hall add no more Proofes of this, becauie I conceive them anne- 
ceſſary ; the contrary miſapprehenſion being, asT ſuppole, not 
grounded by Arguments,>ut of it owne accord ariſing from an 
Zuraet :, An experiment, which many men, eſpecially perſons of 
quality, chunk chey have made, that in their whole lives they ne- 
ver reaped any veneat from Government, never received any ac- 
ceſſion or increaſe to cheir ſpiritual weal from that, as from the 
Dorine and Litnrgie of the Church, they acknowledge to have 
done, To this ground of miſpcilion, as being perhaps the 73 4- 
Tio, 3 o2/Fv,the cauſe of the whole miltake,it will not be amiſle 
to mike ſome aniwer. 

I. That many benefits we receive from Government, which we 
do not wi/ibly diſcern, and chat therefore when we diſcerme our 
ſelves to have received ſome growth, and cannot but know that 
it was wrought by meanes, we thould rather confeſle our want 
of ſenſe or gratitude to the true means, then imagine thoſe nor 
to have been che means, onely becauſe we have not that /er/e of 
them. 

2. That thoſe meanes which have been more w#/ible to us,the 
diſpenſation of the Word and Sacraments, have been reacht out 
to us by the hand of Government, to which therefore we owe 
our acknowledgements in the ſecond place for our preſervation 
and growth, as tothe hand of ſupreme providence for our being 
or /ife ſpiritual. 

3- That if the benefits of Government have not been really ve- 


Ty.diſcernible and notable toall, that is not yet in any juſtice to be 
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4 ConSIDERATIONS ucerning 
imputed to any def& that way in Government it ſelfe, to any 
barrennes in the nature or particular temper of it , but to ſome 
defaxlt ( which will deſerve obſerving and reforming.) in the 
Perſons, either of the-Ralers, or of thoſe which are ander rule, of 
of a third ſort whoſe dutie it is to be the Rulers Perfpeftives 
and Otaconſticks, to preſent to their knowledge, the wants of in- 
feriours, which till they are kzowne, are not likely to be repaired: 
The defaults in each of theſe ſeverals are, or may be, ſo many,and 
ſo obvious to common obſervation, that it. will be much more 
reaſonable for cach to reſolve to amend his part for the future, 
and ſo to make it a bulineſſe of Reformation, then to charge the 
defaults of perſons to the defaming of Government , and ſo to 
#ndervalue and ſcorne what our finnes firſt, then our phanſies 
have defamed. 

The comfort is, that it hath been the clemency as well as the 
floth or cowardice of Governours, which have deprived men of 
the great fruits of Government ; and if it may be agreed thar it 
is very expedient, and will be taken in good part, that Gover- 
nours hereafter be more ſevere, as well as. more d:/igent, ' more 
conragions, as well as more laborious, in uling the Weapons of their 
warfare, tO cut off or to care, without any reſpe of perſons, 
whereſoever there is need of them ; Ithall hope this objection 
will chez be throughly anſwered, if as yer it be not. 

A ſecond conſideration apportioned to the former head will 
be this, whether (ſuppoſing Government of the Church to be a 
conſiderable part of Religion) the change of it from eſtabliſhed 
Epiſcopacy to any other (namely to that of my by many, 
without any Swperiour over them, or as that is oppolite to Epzſ- 
copacy ) be not a ſinne againſt Religion ? That it is, or will be ſo, 
I ihall endeavour to convince the gainſajer by theſe ſteps or de- 
grees of proofe, which though perhaps not each ſingle, yet all 
being put together, will, I believe,where prejudice doth not hin- 
der, be ſurficient to doe it. | 

I. Becauſe this Government by BiſSeps, ſuperiour to Preſby- 
ters,is of Apoſtolicall inſtitmtion. But this being an affirmation, as 
demonſtrable oy Eccletiafticall Records, as any thing can be,-ov 
as the Canon of Scripture which we receive, is demonſtrated to 
be the Canon of Scripture; and in regard it hath by _— 9 

| uthict- 


Ay hn, CE vony 


x7 e7 Wes it ied 55 Be a Ss IN ER Ris af Mae ae hs et 
ODT Ser Lge es Ta POWs: p * TER EPS: 
Fs : 4 , x 


' Crun'c n-GoVERNMENT. 5 
fufficiently proved, Iſhall therefore wholly ſpare the repeating 
of that trouble, and adde unto it. 2. That it hath the example, 
though not the diſtin precept of Chriſt, who with his twelve 
ApoſHes, and the many other Diſciples in time of his reſidence up- 
on Earth, ſuperiour one to the other, are the copy, of which the 
Biſhops, Preſbyters and Deacons in the following age,were a tran-. 
ſcript, whe are therefore by S. Ignatins, po 19 Contemporary, 
allowed to receive honour, the Biſhops as (hrift, the Presbyters 
as the Apoſtles, the Deacons as the Seventy. 3. That as farre as 
| concernes /#periority of one order to the other { which is .ſuffici- 
. ent toexectrthe Presbytery which ſuppoſes an loor gia, or equali- 
t3 of all) it is authorized = ſacred Scripture-practice , where it 
appeares, that when 7adas fell from his orbe of motion, the 4;p- 
icy of being one of the twelve, is by the direRion of the Spirit, As. 15. 
and by lot beftowed npon Matthias, who, though before a Diſ- 
eiplc of Chcift, was not till chen afſumed to that drgniry. Fourth- 
ly, that ſuppoſing ir to be in this manner Apoſtolicall, there is lit- 
the colour of on to doubt, but thar the preſerving of it is of 
as great moment as many dotrines of Chriſtianity, not onely be- 
cauſe many dottries were not fo exp/icitely delivered by Chriſt, 
but that they needed fartherexplicativg by the Apoſtles, (and are 
therefore by the Church grounded not in any words of the Gof- 
pc4, bur in the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles) bur alſo becauſe it was in 
Gods providence thought fit that Government ſhould be ſetled 
not by (rift perſonally, but by the Apoſtles, that is mediately b 
Chriſt ; as doctrine was by Chrift immediately. Chriſt in his life 
time givesthem the ground of a Church, divine truth, the word 
of his Father, the acknowledgement of which is the rock. on which 
bs Church mitt, on this the Apoſtles are to build, and gather 
members, and to ſettic the whole edifice xa] 74Z1,0r ordinately,. 
and that they may not erre in that work, the holy Holy Ghoſt is 
Promiſed to defeend upon them,andChriſt by that power of his to 
be with them tn eminent manneriss 0vrr5adter 74 div vor,to the end 
of the World. And Government being neceſſary to this ſetling,was 
undoubredly thus referred and left to them by'CrrIST, and 
ſo their Authority in inſtituting that which they inſtituted, as e- 
vidently deduced from Cunr15T, as their power of Preaching 
whas they pscached, or bptizing whom they baptized, And ha-. 
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6 ConSTDERATIONS concerning 


ving gone thus farre, I cannot but reſume my conſideration thus 
farre made more conſiderable, and appale to any ſober conſci- 
ence, whether it be not ſome irrelig10n thus to diſplace or re- 
move that which the Apoſtles ( tro whom only by Chriſt it was 
intruſted ) according to Chriſts owne Samplar and Scripture- 
grounds, thought fit to ſettle in the Church, ſuppoſing it ro be a 
matter of Religion whichis ſpoken of,as before we proved;nay, 
whether ifan Angell from Heaven were to be anathematized for 
teaching any other Dottrine then what one Apoſtle had taught, it 
would not be matter of jult ter» oxy to any that ſhould have any 
part in the guilt of inſtituting any other Government then that 
which the Apoſtles had inſticured, eſpecially when the acts of 
Comncells tell us, that what S. Pay denounces againſt the heters- 
- dox Angell; the Church did praQtiſe againſt Aerizs, anathematt- 
zed him for impugning this Government, which now we ſpeake 
of. And if ſtill che Authority of all this be blemiſht by this one 
exception, char this inſticucion of the Apoſtles is not atfirmed in. 
Scripture, or there commanded to poſterity to continac , and re- 
tain for ever. , | 

To this I anſwer, by ſaying that which may be a fourth Argu- 


ment to prove the irreligioutneſle of ſuch change, That there is 


as much or more to be ſaid (in both thoſe reſpects, both for nen- 
tion of this in itution in Scripture, and for eApoſtolicall precepr for 
continuing of it) for this Government, as for ſome other things 
whole change would be acknowledged very irreligious. I will 
only inſtance in one, the inſtitution of the Lords day, of which 
there is no thing can be ſaid to the ſerting up che Awthoriry and 
mmmutability of it, which will not be ſaid of Epiſcopacy. A ground 
of :t chere was 7 nature, ſome Time to be ſer a part to the ſpeci- 
all publique ſervice of God; and the like ground there is in 1a- 
tre for this,thatſome Perſons ſhould be deltgnedto,and rewarded 
for the ſpeciall publique ſervice of God. A patterze of that there 
was among the fewes, one day in the ſeven deligned for Gods 
240tum or portion ; the like patterne there is among the ewes 
forchis; a Government by  High-Prieſts, Prieſts, and Levites. 
Tuac was an inſticurion not of Chr; in his life cime immediate- 
lyut of his Apoſtles, after his departure inveſted with ſuch pow- 
Er; The like inſticution there is of this by the ſame Apoſtles after 
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Chriſts aſcenſion, directed and afliſted by the holy Ghoſt. The ac- 


caſion of pitching on the ticſt day of the wecke was a ſolemne 
ation of Chriſt his Re/#rrefion on that day ; the occaſion of this, 
the ſeyerall diſtin orders in the Church in Chriſts time, Chriſt, 
' :Fpoſtles, Diſciples, and the manifeſt ſuperiority of him before all 
| of them (who athrmes himſelfe their Lord, even when he ſpeaks 
5f his office miniſteriall, his coming to Ainifter to them ) and of 
the eLpoſtles before the Di/Teples, as even now was ſhewed. The 
mention of that was found once- in the Revelation diftinAly, 
werern, the Lords day, and twice- or thrice in equipollent 
cermes, the firſt day he week; and the mention of Epilcopacy 
is as Cleare , the eAngell of the Church of Epheſus, &c. in the Re- 
- welation( which hath beene cleared by 'irrefragable evidence. to 
belong to this matter) and the Raling Elder in S. Paul, 'that 
mult haye double: honour, and'Titns ef in Crete to ſet in order the 
things that were wanting, and to ordaine Elders in every Church ; 
and many other more cleare mentions of the ſeyerall titles and 
offices of Biſhop, Frefipuers and Deacon, then there is of the name 
ang duties of the Lords day. The ob/cure mentions of that in Scri- 
pture were explained in the writings and Stories of the firſt age 
of the Church, particularly in the Epifles of Ignatine, and the 0b- 
ſcurities of the Sacred Texts concerning Epsſcopacy, are as clearly 
explicatedand unfolded by the ſame 1gnatias, even in every one 
of thoſe Epiſtles of his which © edelizes (as great an enemy of this 
.Order as Geneva hath produced any) after his fiery tryall of that 
Author hach acknowledged to be his. The »/e of that continued 
from the eAſpoftles time . (though nor univerſally till the Fewsfo 
Sabbath-was fairly laid afleep) till theſe daies- in the amiverſall 
Church, and all. particular ches,that we read of; and the like 
uſe and pradtice of this continued wiverſalywithout any excep- 
tion from the' Apoſ/es time, till this-day in the wniverſall (hurch, 
as that ſignifies the Zaftern and the Weſtern Church, and in each 
part icular Church, till about this laſt {exrmry, and in this of ours 
rom the plantation of rhe Goſpell will this day. Theſe are para 
[cls envughto even che ballance (and I profefle to know no-one 
more which might, weigh it down'on that ſide )'and to make 
now ſcaſonable ro demand, whether it would/not-be thought an 
it contrary ro Religion-( whether that ſignifies Chriſtian. Pe» 
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ry, 01meekneſſe, Or awe, tO all that is Sacred) for any. particuſar 
nationall Church, or part thereof, without any more warrane 
then is now offered for this preſent change, to remove the 'ſer- 
-vice of God from the Lords day to any otherday in the weeke i 
( which ſure is as ſmall a difference, as that betwixt Preſbyteriall 
and Epiſcopall government can by any be conceived to be ) or-in 
ſtead of our fir day of the week to ſet apart either an oight, or 
aft day, aud fo to-change that eLoFoticall inftitution, If that 
ſeem ſtrange, or be ſtartled at, as unfit robe ventured" on, or 
yeelded to, Iſhalldefire'the ſame: plea may be entred for rb ,. 
and that conſcience may be ſecured, that either both are lawfull,. 
or that the difference is cleare, and the advantage on the Lords: 
'daies (ide, or that it may be reſolved that ctharis unlawfull as well 
-aS'that: . X 
A fift Argument will be this; That the making (or yeeldin 
'to) this change, will be a ſcandall(yery worthy to be confideredy} 
in them that ſo yee/d;, toward thoſe which oppoſe this Govern-- 
ment as untawfall ; for this yeelding will be an appearing ac- 
-knowledgement,chartheir contrary pretentions are true,and ſo 
a confirming them in their erro#y (which is no light one, .but the 
ſame for which eAerins was, and-any other oppoſer would cer- - 
-rainly have been anathematized,and turned out of the Catholigue 
Church foran Heretick,) which is one ſpeciall kind of Scandals- 
35g or occaſioning the fall of our Brethren, and withall a nou- 
riſhing them-in their anchaxitable opinion not only of us, but of 
the ancient Fathers of the Church, (-who were all eLerichriſtian 
if this be ſo) which-is another caw/ing wy Brother to offend : nay a 
kind of countenancingthat 2. ou fon ſure wnproteftant)Do- 
@rine, of the -lawfulnefle of raking up.Arms, azainff lavefall Su 
Tiours and eftabliſhr Lawes,and propagating our opinions in Re- 
ligion by that means, which perchance ſome may be betrayed to. 
by this example, others brought to-believe conſentaneous to 
Proteftant Dottrine, if they which are thus guilty be thus: grati-- - 
fied; which as it were a change in our Dottrine, if it were really ac- 
knowleaged; (0 is it,in this relpeR,another.aRt of Srandal,if it thus- 
appeareto be acknowledged,and that which would make any Hea» 
Prince unwilling to embrace our Religion, . if this diſloyall 
Periwalion were conceived to be apart of it, 
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Afixt Argument (which to me is of no ſmall force }I will yet 
.but name, and referre it to others ro conſider of, That no man 
is a Prieſt,or lawfully ordained Miniſter of any Chriſtian Church, 
bur he chat is called and ſent by God ; that there is now no way in 
this Kingdome;, to have that cal/ing or miſſion duly, but from Bj- 
Hops, who are the only perions who have their power of Ordai- 
ning others, gives to them in their aſſumption to rhat Order, 
by thoſe who had it before, and can derive it from the Apoſtles, 
who had it 5smmediately from Heaven: and whatſoever other 
power a Prieſt, or Preſbyter may be thought or ſaid to have com- 
mon with a Biſhop, it is yet the conſtant judgement ofthe uni- 
verſall Church, for 1500. yeares, that this of Ordination is not 
- competible to one or more bare Preſbyters without a Biſhop, and 
itwill be caſte to fatisfic any reaſonable man in whatſoever may 
be produced of ſound,or probability to the contrary : and there- 
fore if any Office, or Order, or Miniſtry in the Church be confi- 
derable, this which is the ſtanding 'well-head and ſpring of all 
the other, muſt be thought ſo alſo: | 
_ Having premiſed theſe Arguments of ſo much weight, ſuffici- | 
ent to ſupport the Burthen deſigned ro them, I ſhall add,ex abun- 
danti ſome inferiour ones( though they amount not ſo farre, as 
_ alone of themſclyes to conclude it dire irreligion, yet to.adde 
to the former heap ſome aggravations. As, 

I. That to yeeld to this change, is to diſclaimee thoſe bleſſed 
means of Gods providence which brought us to our Baptiſme,to 
all our ſpirituall life and growth that we have attained to, and 
thar isa great ingratitude to that Government. 

2. It is an at of pride and inſolency,to prefer any ſcheme of hx- 
mane and modern invention before that which the Apoſtles , the 
Primetive,and(for ſo many yeares)the Unrwver/all Church had au- 
thorized &thereforeIcould almoſt adventure to believe;that the 
framers of the {\avenant had obliged themſelves ſecretly tromain- 
tain Epiſcopacy by putting in thoſe. words, [ the beſt Reformed 
Charches ] that I might eſcape” thinking them ſo 5ſolent as to 
poevee any Churches before thoſe which they. cannot but know 

aye uſed Epiſcopacy. 

3« It is a great rempring of Gods providence, in not being- con- 
tented with that Forme which hath proſpered ſo happily with 
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us, and the whole Chriſtian World, (though ſabjeR) as all that 


is humane, or mixt with fleſh, is, even the very grace of God in 
.us) to be abuſed) and putting it to the adventure, whatſoever 
-inconveniencesthe next may be ſubjed to. Of the inconventercies 
' that Presbyterie doth infallibly bring along with ir, and the w#- 
recoficiteableneſſe of them with CHonarchicall Government in the 
-Stare, ſutticient evidences have been grven ; andif there were no 
Other but chis, rhat the endeavouring to bring it inat this time 
- hath brought chis tempeſt and oc:euce. upon this Kmgdome, and 
thar this hath been bur the generall conſequent of har Govern- 
ment wherefoever ithath but begun to heave, caſting out Peace, 
and obedience to lawfull authority together, ir wonld well de- 


' ſerve to have this marke of reprobation or non-efetion ſer up- 


on it,if it were but for this, that the proſperity of ſuch attempts 
ſhould not encourage others tothe like. This and the like incon- 
veniences are of ſuch weight, that for mento-be willing 'to ex- 
change the cerrawn benefits of the one, for the ancertam advanta- 
ges and ſtrongly-probable calamities of the other is ain, that 
may provoke and revopt God ro, puniſh them yer further with 
ater and uncxpedted curſes, and therefore may deſerve in its 
Place to be confidered. | | 


4. Ir is an Act of 5»fidelity and praQticall Atheiſme(for thoſe e-- 


ſpecially who being convinced with the former. reaſons to ac- 
kaowledge any irreligion or lin inſuch change ) to ſacrifice any 
thing ro'Gur own Pretent conveniences, to make any change in 
Facred matters, meerly out of intuition of our own ſecular ad- 


vantages ; eLhei/me, in thinking that God cannor as eafily blaſt 


vhat convenience ſo acquired, as thoſe many which came more 
direRXly to our hands; and #»fideliry, or diſtraft, in thinking that 
God will not in his time give thoſe conveniences and adyanta- 
ge5 (if they be ſuch indeed} by means perfeRly 2awfu#, which 
now we covet by wlawfull.To which might be added the wants 
and omillions ot thoſe duties of ronffſior of {hrift, in not defen- 
ding and ſtanding tothoſe truths which we are convinced to be 


ſuch, in time'of their being oppugned and perſecuted ; /elf-de- . 


»yall, in not depoſiting our own carnali ſecular. aimes and inte- 


reſts, and of taking-wp #he Crofſe, innotſuffering willingly and _ 
eheerfiilly when ir lyes in our way tothe performing -of any u# 
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$f obedience to Chriſt. But T would nor inlarge to theſe,but on= 
ly conclude this proofe with a tifc 4ificu/ry of teparating ſou from 
changes, when they are great, and in matters of weight ; It.1s the 
wiſemans advice that occaſioned this obſervation, Iy Soure, 
feare thon the Lord and the King, and medale not with them which- 
re given to changes: The changes are ſure changes in Govern- 
ment,and thofe are named indefinitely, without any reftraineand 
the very medling with them rhat are inclined ts ſuch ,. is oppoſed 
both ro Piery and Loyalty, Fearing of God and the King. 
' * Thave done with the conſiderations proportioned to the firſt 
part of the ſuggeſtion. I proteed to the view of the fecond part 
of it, and there the conſideration 13 all be only this, whether, 
The change of this Government, be not a common jntereSt of 
all, as well as of thoſe who are #ow (Vcrgy-men. That it is ſo, 
may appcare probadle, becauſe the revenue or honours which, be- 
fong to them in Government are not the ſole, or main part; of 
Eovernment ; there is a weight and office, which our fore-fathers 
thought worthy ro be encomraged and rewarded with thoſe pay- 
ments, and if any man ſhall rhinke them illproportione(I [hall 
not doubt to tell him S. {hryſoFtomes judgement, hat the burthexe: 
of a Biſhop was formidable, even to an Angell to undergo, and if the 
corruprions of latter times be athrmed to have changed that 
ſtate of things, I anſwer; that the reſtoring Epiſcopacy to its Uue 
brwrthen as well as reputation , werea care worthy of reformers, 
and it isſo farre from my deſire that any ſuch caraſhould be ſpa- 
red, that it is now my publike ſolemne Petition both to God 
and man, that the power of the keyes,and the exerciſe of that pow-- 
cr, the due uſe of confirmation, and {previousto that) examina=-- 
tion, and tryall of youth, a {tri& ſearch into the manners and 
tempers, and ſafficiencies of thoſe that are to be admitted into 
holy Orders, and to be licenriate for publique Preachers, the vi- 
firation of each patiſh ineachDiacefſ;;,and the exerciſe ofChurch=- 
diſciptine upon all offenders; together with painful, mature and 
ſober Preaching and Catechizing, ſtudies of all kinds,and parts of 
Theologicall Learning, Languages, Controverſies, Writings. of 
the Schooles and Caſuiſts,8&c. be ſo farre taken into confideratL.. 
on by our Law-makers, and fo far conſideredin the collating of 
Church-preferments and dignitics, fo much of Duty required of 
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Clergie-men, and ſo lictle left arbitrary or at -large., that every 
Church-prefsrment in jthis Kingdome may have ſuch a due buy- 
then annexed to it, that no ignorant perſon ſhould be able, nala- 
z7 orluxurious perſon willing or forward to undergoe ir. And 
if this might be thus deſigned, I ſhould then. reſolve, that the dt- 
re&conrrary to the fore-mentioned ſuggeſtions would be truth, 
that the ſetling and continuing of this preſent -Government 
would prove the common.intere# of all, agd onely the bxrthen of 
thoſe f that have thoſe painfull offices aligned them; and leaſt 
any may think this word a boaft (which I can ſafely venture with 
the world at this time, and not have reaſon to feare a /#rpri/all, 
or being taken at my word) I ſhall venture another offer in the 
name of my brethren of the Clergie; (not that I have tooke their 
particular Votes, but that I perſwade my ſelfe fo farre of their 
Piety.) That rather then rhe Glory ſhould thus depart from 1ſracl, 
by the Philiſtims raking the Le of the Lord, laying waft this 
flouriſhing Church of ours, or transforming it into a new [guiſe, 
every one ſingle of us, that have any poilcltions or titles worthy 
any mans envy or rapine, and ſo are thought now by gur owne 
intereſts to have been bribed or fee'd Advocates in this cauſe, 
may forthwith be deprived of all that part of the Revenues of 
the Church wherein we are legally inveſted ; and he that ſhall 
not.cheerfully reſigne his part in the preſent proſperity of the 
Church, on the meer contemplation and intuition of the bexefic 
that may now, and after hb 1ifs redound to others, let him have 
the guilt of e Lchaxs wedge laid on him, and the charge of being 
diſturber of the State. ave we have learnt tO want as well as 
to abowrd, and to truſt God (that can feed the young Ravens when 
the old have expoſed them) for the feeding of us, and our fami- 
lies, though all our preſent means of doing it were taken from 
us. If this may ſerve turne to ſatisfic the chit of thoſe that gape, 
and the ſuſpicions of thoſe that /ooke wnkindly on us, we offc to 
free you from all blame of Sacriledge, Or oppreſſion, or injuftice 
( from one of which, no other means imaginable can free. a 
change of Goverament) by our owne voluntary Ceſſion or reſig- 
#ation, as farre as our perſonall intereſts reach : and ihall thinke 
the peace of this State, and continued proſperity of this Church, 
2 moſt g/orioms purchaſe, moſt cheaply bought , if it be had , _ 
a: 
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fuch termes as theſe. And if the Fun&ion it ſelfe,with the neceſ« 
fary adjunds to it, be not ſwept away in the calamity, we ſhall 


be perfely pleaſed whatſoeverbefall our Fins and deſire, 
that tryall may be made of the 1»gennity of Clergy-men , whe- 


ther we have not thus farre proficed under Gods rod, as to be wil- 
ling to-yeeld to any poſſible propoſition ( which will bring no 
guilt of fin upon our conſciences) toward the averting the judg- 
ments of Heaven, which are now (I wiſh I might ſay for ow 
ſannes oxcly) moſt ſadly multiplyed upon this Land. To 


-- 


